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Using evidence from the play, discuss how Racine’s Phedre reinforces the stereotype of woman as a destructive force in nature, known as a femme fatale.
Throughout the play, Phedre illustrates the attitude of men toward women in the Age of Reason and Political Absolutism where, men represent logic, order, strength while women represent emotions, weakness and disorder. He reinforces the stereotype of a woman as a destructive force which is known as Femme fatale. Here the illustration will try to explain the aspect of weakness as a destructive force. 
Phedre explain weakness as a destructive force in weakness for example, where she causes chaos falling in love with the king’s son Hippolytus. This describes weakness since she was married to the king Theseus and Hippolytus was not her son. Due to her weakness of not controlling herself chaos is created where the king noticed had issues with it and resulted in Theseus sending his son Hippolytus away. This describes weakness as a destructive force where she is falling for Theseus son who Theseus is her husband.
The aspect of weakness is also evident in the play where Phedre was trying to put her own son on the throne after being told that Theseus was dead and run off with Hippolytus. But this plan becomes futile when it is discovered that Theseus is not dead after all.  Here again, we see another aspect of women as a destructive force where since Theseus didn’t believe the accusation that his son was in love with Phedre, her maiden come in with a lie that he saw Hippolytus with Phedre. Hippolytus tries to explain it that it’s a lie but his father ends up believing Phedre and banishes him. This ends up with him, Hippolytus being killed on his way to marry Arica by the gods. This is another destructive force depicted by Phedre a woman in nature.
Another destructive force of Phedre is depicted in her confessions where she causes the death of Oenone. This is seen where when she confesses to Theseus, she accuses her that, “I was the monster in the riddle …that Viper Oenone plotted the rest.” Due to this, she causes the death of Oenone by killing herself despite that of Hippolytus. This can be seen as another destructive force in nature of Phedre. 
Phedre being the daughter of Minos and Pasiphae exhibits destructive force emotionally and also mentally. This is illustrated by how she had feelings for Hippolytus even having to know that Hippolytus was the son of her husband. This led to the ruin of her marriage a destructive force and also betrayal of her kingdom.
Phedre destructive nature is also seen where after she knows of her destructive personality, she knows that she is capable of causing a lot of mess. This is evidence of the destructive nature of a woman the femme fatale. So, she decides to commit suicide so as to get rid of herself as she says it’s the only way to get rid of her passion for Hippolytus. This is seen in the text where she says, “Your father was a hero, be like him, and rid the world of one more monster now.” This illustrates her intent to commit suicide. 
The feelings of Phedre towards her stepson at a point confuses him a lot and she even does as much as possible to hide it from the public as we can see she feels embarrassed about it. Since she is so embarrassed about it she has to hide it from everyone and by doing so she has to lie to everybody about everything This can also make femme fatale. 
Another incident of femme fatale is evident where, when Phedre the main character in this context, as soon as the news of her husband reaches her that he is dead which is not true, she decides to confront her stepson which is not right and she perfectly understands that she is doing something wrong. Unless she stops and refrain from it, she continues confronting him relentlessly this shows another aspect of femme fatale.
Phedre throughout the play can be seen as Femme Fatale that is a destructive force in nature. This is seen where she causes the death of Hippolytus, deceiving the king about it that he had to banish his son away. He also leads to the death Oenone where she commits suicide and lastly, she leaves the king without a son and a wife. The main course of her femme fatale in this context, Phedre, is brought about by her feelings for her stepson which is not acceptable and wrong. Where it’s her weakness and lead her to lie about everything because of it. This illustrates well the case of femme fatale brought about by Phedre.
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